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THE WINDOWS OF IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
Immanuel’s stained glass windows are not only beautiful 
and rare, they proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ!  
They tell of His birth, death, resurrection and how He is still 
with us today in the teaching of His Word, Holy Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper.
 
There are ten triplicate windows in the nave of the church, 
each with three symbols or pictures. Each picture and 
symbol are a witness to what we believe, teach and 
confess about The Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

All of the windows were given as memorials or were 
donated by families and organizations.  The restoration of 
the windows was completed in December of 1995 at a total 
cost of $28,900.00. This restoration included re-leading all 
of the windows, bracing, adding ventilation windows with 
screens, and replacing the outer protective covering with 
new Plexiglas.
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THE WEST SIDE WINDOW SYMBOLS

The first symbol is the 
Hand of God emerging 
from a mass of clouds 
which symbolize the Cloud 
of Glory surrounding the 
Father when He appeared 
to men in ancient times.

The second symbol is that 
of Jesus Christ, the risen 
Lamb of God, standing 
on the clouds of heaven, 
bearing the banner of 
victory (Revelation 5).

The descending dove 
represents the Holy Spirit.

The Alpha and Omega 
emblem is from the first 
and last letters of the 
Greek alphabet and in this 
connection means that our 
Lord Jesus Christ is the 
beginning and end of all 
things (Revelation 1:8).

Page 2



The “X” and “P” represents 
the first two letters of the 
Christ in Greek. It is called 
the Chi Rho symbol, the 
monogram of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

In this panel are the letters 
“I” “H” “S”, an abbreviation 
of a Greek word meaning 
Jesus.

The font and dove 
represent the baptism of 
Jesus.

This symbol is the chalice, 
grapes, and wheat 
representing the Eucharist 
or Lord’s Supper.
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THE WEST SIDE WINDOW SYMBOLS

The torch is a symbol of 
Christ, the Light of the 
World, and also a symbol 
of the Gospel which brings 
enlightenment.

This symbol depicts the 
symbol of tares and wheat.

The balance, symbolic of 
justice, signifies that we 
will all be weighed in God’s 
balances at the Last Day.

The lyre is the symbol of 
music.
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The lamp is a symbol of the 
Word of God. Psalm 119:105 
“Thy Word is a lamp unto 
my feet”.

The harp is the symbol of 
joy, music and worship in 
heaven.

THE EAST SIDE WINDOW SYMBOLS

The shield of St. Matthew is 
a book and an halberd. This 
apostle is said to have been 
stoned and then beheaded 
after missionary work in 
Judea.

The anchor, one of the 
oldest of all of our symbols 
of our Savior. The Anchor 
Cross represents our hope 
in Jesus Christ (Hebrews 
6:19).
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THE EAST SIDE WINDOW SYMBOLS

The shield of St. Simon is 
a book upon which lies a 
fish with an oar and a battle 
axe. This symbol was given 
to him because he was a 
great fisher of men through 
power of the Gospel. He is 
generally supposed to have 
been sawed asunder or else 
beheaded.

The shield of Bartholomew 
is an open Bible and a 
flaying knife to recall his 
faith in God’s Word and his 
martyrdom by being flayed 
alive.

The symbol of Luther’s Badge. 
In the center of it is a black 
cross (sin) in a red heart 
(Christ’s redemption) to signify 
that the heart must believe in 
the Crucified One to be saved. 
The red heart is in the center of 
a white rose (purity) to show 
that faith brings joy, happiness, 
and peace. 

St. Philip’s shield, a cross 
and spear recalls his 
supposed martyrdom after 
valiant missionary activity.
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The shield of St. Thomas, 
a carpenter’s square and 
a vertical spear. He is said 
to have built a church with 
his own hands; hence the 
square. A pagan priest is 
said to have run St. Thomas 
through with a spear; hence 
the spear.

This symbolizes James 
the Less. It also represents 
a pilgrim’s staff with an 
escallop shell, the symbol of  
pilgrimage, and a bag.

The shield of St. James 
the Greater represents a 
pilgrim’s staff upon which 
is hung a pilgrim’s wallet, 
signifying pilgrimage and 
missionary spirit.

The Holy Bible is this easily 
recognized symbol.
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THE EAST SIDE WINDOW SYMBOLS

The represents the Cross 
Saltire, St. Andrew’s cross. 
St. Andrew is supposed to 
have died on a cross of this 
sort.

The Apostle Paul’s shield 
is an open Bible with the 
sword of the spirit.

This is the well known cross 
and crown which belong 
together. There will be no 
crown in heaven if we will 
not bear the cross.

Peter’s shield, with two keys 
crossed like the letter “X” 
recalls Peter’s confession, 
Matthew 16:13-19, and the 
Lord’s words, “I will give 
unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven”.
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THE WEST SIDE WINDOW
The exalted Lord calling “Come Unto Me”. 

THE EAST SIDE WINDOW
Christ the Good Shepherd.
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THE NATIVITY WINDOW
The two natures of our Lord Jesus Christ, of central 
importance artistically and theologically, are found in the 
nativity window (the artificially lighted window above the 
organ console). His divine nature is indicated in the rays of 
glory emanating from His countenance. His human nature is 
alluded by the presence of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. 
Joseph, His foster father.

But there are other equally significant dimensions of the 
Lord’s Person and work indicated in the window, The manger 
and the beasts are indications of His humility, the humility of 
the Suffering Servant by which He followed His Father’s will 
and catered to our need for deliverance and strength. It is the 
humility He Himself spoke about when He said, “The Son of 
Man comes not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life 
a ransom for many”.

The star announces that He is the Savior of all people. This 
was the star that brought men from the East to worship Him. 
The Lantern shows Jesus to be that Word of God which is “a 
lamp unto our feet, a light unto our paths”. He indeed is the 
Light of the World. The vegetation is a symbol of life. In Jesus, 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life, the life of God has come to 
take up its abode among and within men.

Finally, the rose says that this Jesus is the One Who had been 
promised from of old. In the 35th chapter of His book, the 
prophet Isaiah speaks of the future time when God shall make 
His people happy: “The wilderness and the dry land shall be 
glad, the desert shall rejoice with joy and singing”. In Jesus 
that Age has dawned!

The Nativity window was donated by the Junior Walther 
League. 
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THE RESURRECTION WINDOW
The most immediate impression received from the Easter 
scene depicted in the artificially lit window above the pulpit 
is that of triumph. The gesture of Christ indicates that He 
has been victorious in His battle against sin and Satan 
and death. The banner which He holds is symbolic of the 
struggle, that battle to the death, by which He accomplished 
the task His Father gave Him to do - rescue His people. The 
single cross on the distant hill is a grim reminder that His 
death was terribly real.

The luxuriant vegetation reminds us that it was through 
this resurrection from the grave that Jesus gives us life with 
God; indeed, makes us into His sons and daughters. The 
lines of glory that issue from His contenance will someday 
also shine from ours when we are taken into the heavenly 
bliss of originally - intended fellowship with the Father.

The angel with crimson wings (the traditional color for 
God’s messengers) witnesses this glorious moment and, in 
the type of palm branch which he holds, suggests the first 
words of Christ to His disciples, “Peace be with you,” as well 
as the attitude of worship of all Christ’s people, reflecting 
the Palm Sunday crowd’s adoration.

The Resurrection window was donated by the Junior 
Walther League. 
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THE ASCENSION WINDOW
Situated at the highest point of the chancel above the 
alter, the Ascension window tells something about 
the outcome of the nativity, death and resurrection 
of our Lord. By His gesture in the Ascension, Jesus is 
saying, “All things are mine”.  This bears out what the 
New Testament says of the Ascension, that God gave 
to Jesus honor and glory, and put everything under 
His feet for the Church. We are heirs of that benefit, 
for we are assured that our Redeemer is in control. 
On the other hand, we are warned not to treat the 
Church as just another human institution which we 
might manipulate for our own purposes.

The crimson and purple garments which our Lord 
wears indicate that He returns to heaven as royalty, 
His task of conquering sin and Satan accomplished. 
The rays of glory remind us that He is truly God. This 
royal victory and active rule of our Lord’s is not just a 
temporary arrangement until something better comes 
along. The shape of the window - a circle - indicates 
He will reign forever and ever.

Finally, a cloud which received Jesus out of His 
disciples’ sight reminds us of the clouds on which He 
shall come again in great glory to judge the living and 
the dead. And then we shall be forever with the Lord!

The Ascension window above the choir loft was 
donated by the Dorcas Society at a cost of $250.00. 
This cost was met by a special Dorcas Sunshine 
Fund. Every day when the sun shone, the members 
deposited a penny in a contribution box. The boxes 
were brought to the meetings and in a comparatively 
short time, the society had paid for the window. 
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In the large north window, in the back of the church,  we find four symbols besides the central Luther picture.

THE NORTH SIDE WINDOWS
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THE LUTHER WINDOW
The Luther window (a part of this large window) 
was brought from 16th and Cherry. Siegfried 
Beverforden, was the contractor for the church at 
16th and Cherry. He gave the window as a memorial 
to his three year old son. The window was imported 
from Germany and was made from a painting by a 
German artist, Lucas Cranach. It is quite rare, there 
being only two or three like it in the world.  It is 120 
years old.
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The first on the west is a 
winged man, the symbol 
of St. Matthew who began 
his Gospel by tracing the 
human descent of our Lord.

The third is a winged ox 
which is a representation of 
St. Luke who gave a very 
full account of the sacrificial 
death of our Lord.

The second is a winged lion 
denoting St. Mark because 
he opened his Gospel 
by describing St. John 
the Baptist who was the 
“voice of one crying in the 
wilderness”.

The fourth is the symbol of 
St. John, a winged eagle, 
because, from first to last, 
John’s Gospel soars on 
eagles’ wings to the very 
throne of heaven.

THE NORTH SIDE WINDOW SYMBOLS
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